
Personal Statement – Mark Downing 

 

I have been a member of the Church Monuments Society since 1992. 

Attending events enabled me to meet the great scholars Nick Norman and 

Claude Blair, who encouraged me in my interest in medieval effigies. I have 

specialised in military effigies, arms and armour which have been the main 

areas of my interest and research. I formed an ambition to view and record all 

the examples up to 1500. This I have achieved, resulting in my books Military 

Effigies of England & Wales. This shows my determination to achieve goals. I 

am now widening my interests to include other types of medieval effigies and I 

am working on a book on Herefordshire examples. 

 

I have been privileged to be on the council in some capacity since 1995 and 

am currently Events Co-ordinator. During my time as a council member I 

have organised numerous symposia and other events which has led me to 

get to know a lot of society members, both scholars and enthusiasts, and to 

appreciate the diverse interests we have in common. Since my interest 

church monuments began I have always had a passion for the subject and 

being a council member has given me the opportunity to care for the society; 

always looking to improve the organisation and the delivery of events to 

maximise society members' enjoyment and satisfaction. 

 

The society needs a President who not only supports and understands the 

wide and varied activities undertaken but who also has the foresight to take 

the society forward. He or she should not be just a figure-head but someone 

who will be fully involved, attending most events. I feel that I have the ability 

and track record to do this. Also, being self -employed has given me expertise 

in budgeting and planning. 

 

The recent questionnaire I organised showed that members were very 

satisfied with what we provide but we must continue to develop. I would be 

keen as President to promote a variety of excursions and perhaps to introduce 

two-day excursions (with members making their own arrangements for 

accommodation) in years when we do not have a symposium. I aim get as 

wide a geographical balance as possible and to include more ambitious 

events in Scotland and Ireland. I would like to introduce more joint events 

with other societies which would benefit our members too, similar  to the 

Claude Blair memorial event which I was involved in organising. I recognise 

that most members do not choose to attend events so it is also vital that our 

excellent publications continue to develop and improve where possible and I 

will give the editors my full support in this. The website, StopPress and 

social media are growing in importance but I will ensure that those who do 

not have computers are not left out. 

 

The society has a huge reputation in the academic world and I wish to pursue 

our development, similar to those early pioneers of the Society who have 

brought us to where we are today. 

 


