
Personal Statement – Clive Easter 

 

The stated aims and objectives of the Church Monuments Society are `to promote, 

for the public benefit, the study, care and conservation of funerary monuments of 

historical, artistic, architectural or educational importance and related art of all 

periods and of all countries.' Accordingly, therefore, an essential element of my 

Presidency would be to forge closer working links with other organisations to 

promote and encourage the wider study of commemorative art. To accomplish this 

more joint ventures (study days, symposia and excursions) would be especially 

beneficial. Such joint ventures would also allow us to explore topics surrounding 

commemorative art that have been on the periphery of our subject (hatchments, 

painted glass etc.). I would also actively encourage more consideration of the wider 

cultural issues surrounding commemorative art and look at establishing connections 

between our subject and other aspects of the lives of the persons concerned. As an 

example, I would encourage more comparison between sculpted monuments and 

painted portraits, especially within my own chosen area of interest, the Early Modern 

period. Church monuments, as historical, cultural and artistic objects cannot be 

studied in isolation. 

Having spent a number of years in education, I would like to explore ways in which we 

could encourage educational establishments - schools as well as colleges - to access 

our materials and make use of the resources available via an expanded web site. 

Producing aids to learning that emphasize the importance of commemorative art in any 

wider historical study would be valid and linking the subject of commemorative art to the 

demands of the National Curriculum would be a significant step forward in promoting 

the society to a young audience. 

It has been the desire of all incoming Presidents to raise the membership of the society. 

I too would see this as a key performance indicator of any new President and I believe 

that the measures I have outlined will help achieve this objective. 

Apart from education, much of my recent career has focused on business and 

commerce. It is in these areas that I have the appropriate experience to help develop 

the Church Monuments Society along more commercial lines. Thus, a case can be 

made for establishing a business model with the aim of securing a philanthropic partner 

to help in marketing the Church Monuments Society to a wider audience. Appropriate 

consultation would be necessary if we are to develop the society along more 

commercial lines. 

 

We have been very successful to date in securing additional revenue via study days, 

symposia and excursions. As President, I would not only continue expand it and draw 

in other organisations to our events as outlined above Having served 

continuously on the council of the Church Monuments Society for over thirty 

years I believe that not only do I have a detailed knowledge of how we operate 

but also the commercial, business and management skills necessary to move 

the Society forward. 

 


